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GERMAN LITERATURE. 

Ebernand von Erfurt: Zu seinem Leben und 
Wirken. By Geouge M. Pbiest, Ph. D. 
Inaugural dissertation, Jena, Kampfe, 1907. 
ix and 102 pp. 

One cannot help feeling in laying down this 
interesting monograph that its author has been 
most fortunate in his choice of a subject, and, we 
may add, no less successful in his treatment of it. 
A contemporary of Wolfram, Gottfried, Walther 
and all the best known poets of the classic mbg. 
literature, Ebernand von Erfurt has nevertheless 
been scarcely more than a shadow, not only to the 
general reading public but to many careful stu- 
dents of this period as well. In various standard 
histories of German Literature one will look in 
vain for any mention of the poet's name. I ven- 
ture to predict that the dissertation before us will 
make it impossible for any future historian to pass 
over Ebernand in silence. 

Let it be said, however, that Dr. Priest makes 
no effort to vindicate high poetic ability for his 
hero. Esthetic considerations do not enter. Eos 
object is rather to establish the basic facts in the 
life of Ebernand, his relation to the world in 
which he lived, the occasion and sources of his 
poem, Kaiser und Kaiserin, and its connection 
with later works treating of the same historico- 
legendary events. 

While space forbids even a resume 1 of Dr. 
Priest's argumentation and conclusions, I would 
call attention to one or two topics discussed, partly 
as an illustration of the author's method of pro- 
cedure and partly for their interest to the general 
reader. 

Bechstein in his edition of Heinrhh und Kune- 
gunde (this is the title he uses for the poem) and 
Bech in his review of the same, were of the 
opinion that Ebernand must have been a monk 
and this view has prevailed without further inves- 
tigation since their day. To the cursory reader 
the poem indeed sounds monkish. Heinrich and 
his spouse are presented as model christian rulers, 
there is much praise of life in the cloister and in 
general a pious and religious tone prevails. But 
thru a study of contemporary legal documents of 
the city of Erfurt, Dr. Priest shows that Eber- 



nand the poet ia identical with a cms or burgensis 
of that city, who, together with other laymen, ap- 
peared as a witness in various legal proceedings 
between the years 1212 and 1227. 

From these documents it also appears that 
Ebernand was a member of the city council and 
accordingly a man of some distinction in his day. 

Before these substantial facts the stylistic argu- 
ments of Bechstein and Bech fall to the ground. 
The praise of cloister life is shown conclusively to 
be purely objective, proceeding from a man of 
affairs who looks with envy, real or assumed, 
upon the quiet life of the ecclesiastic. And no 
further explanation of the religious tone of the 
poem is required when we find that it was com- 
posed at the instigation, and probably with the 
help, of a Cistercian monk, Reimbote, with whom 
Ebernand stood on terms of intimate friendship 
and to whom he refers as mtnfrunt, an appelation 
which surely no monk would apply to one of the 
fratres. 

Scarcely less convincing, tho in itself less im- 
portant, is the proof advanced to show that while 
Ebernand remained a life long citizen of Erfurt, 
he must have visited Bamberg, in all probability 
for the purpose of collecting material at first hand 
for his projected poem. 

On the other hand, Dr. Priest finds good reason 
for believing that the poem was actually composed 
in Erfurt, not in Bamberg, as Paul surmised. 

As terminus a quo the year 1201 is established. 
No certain date can be given for the tarminxu ad 
quern. General considerations induce the author 
to place it not later than 1227. Valuable for a 
future editor of the poem are the discussion and 
suggestion of new readings and punctuation to 
which ten pages of the dissertation are devoted. 

Interesting material for the literary historian 
is found in the third section of the monograph, 
which comprises a study of later treatments of the 
same theme, particularly in their relation to Eber- 
nand' s work. 

The subject, however, is much too complicated 
to consider in detail here. Dr. Priest's investi- 
gations have resulted in a distinct addition to our 
knowledge of the literature of the thirteenth cen- 
tury, and it seems certain that the more important 
of his conclusions will be incorporated in time in 
all histories dealing with this period. 
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Turning from the public to the author, I should 
like, in conclusion, to submit one or two questions 
which the latter may find more or less suggestive. 
Is not the keen desire of Beimbote to have himself 
justified before the world an evidence that the 
terminus ad quern for the composition of the poem 
must have been within a few years of the terminus 
a quo t If twenty or even ten years had elapsed 
since the events which led up to his departure 
from Bamberg, it seems unlikely that he would 
have still been so eager to have his friend address 
a semi-apologetic poem to the ecclesiastics of that 
city. 

Would it not be more reasonable to assume that 
Ebernand the elder and Ebemand juvenis stood in 
the relation of Pate and Patenldnd, or possibly in 
no relation at all, rather than in that of father 
and son ? 

In the relatively small and fixed circle of 
Burger it would be necessary in any case to dis- 
tinguish two men of the same name. The ques- 
tion is whether at a time when family names were 
not yet in use it was customary for a father to 
bestow his own name upon his son. 

If further proof were needed that Ebernand 
was a layman could it not be found in the fact 
that he begs indulgence of the meister tihtire and 
evidently wishes to be considered not unworthy to 
join their circle ? 

The meister tihttre of this period were perhaps 
without exception Bitter or Burger, in no case 
ecclesiastics. The leadership in literary produc- 
tion had passed a generation earlier from the 
churchmen to men of the world, and it was there- 
fore quite in accord with the general situation that 
Beimbote should seek a protagonist outside of the 
walls of the cloister. 

H. Z. Kip. 

VanderbiU University. 



ENGLISH BHETOBIC. 

A College Manual of Rhetoric, by C. S. Bald- 
win, Longmans, Green and Company, 3d edi- 
tion, revised, 1903. 

It is surprising to find the author of a text-book 
of rhetoric himself guilty of some of the commonest 



improprieties of speech, and in not a few instances 
committing the very same solecisms against which 
he warns his inexperienced readers. Yet such 
charges may fairly be brought against Professor 
Baldwin's Manual, for the book is frequently 
marred by pedantry, inaccuracy, and obscurity 
of style, which is all the more surprising in view 
of the fact that it is the third edition, revised. 
The author informs us, furthermore (p. xiv), 
that the Manual has been subjected to a " gen- 
erous criticism that has saved the book at more 
than one point from deviation." One is tempted 
to believe that this criticism has been almost too 
generous. 

Prose composition Professor Baldwin divides 
into two classes : composition for business and 
composition for pleasure (p. 2). "The former 
. . . may be called logical composition ; the latter 
. . . may be called literary composition. . . . The 
former is covered by the rhetoric of the ancients. 
For the latter, since they had comparatively little 
prose composition, except histories, outside of the 
former, the ancients had no separate body of 
theory ; but since in their principles of the drama 
verse is not considered an essential element, some 
of the fundamental aspects of our second class are 
developed at length in the ancient poetics." 

The use of the terms " former " and "latter " 
may be criticised as awkward and obscure. 1 In 
the sentence beginning "For the latter," the 
reader is held in doubt till he reaches the semi- 
colon whether ' for ' is a conjunction or a prepo- 
sition. There is an awkward heaping of phrases 
in " except histories, outside of the former," and 
the reference to " our second class" is not at once 
clear. Indeed, the sentence as a whole requires 
several readings before the intended meaning 
becomes apparent. 

Apart from a question of style, however, there 
is a question of fact. Is it true that the ancients 
had comparatively little prose composition except 
histories? And can it be shown that "in the 
principles of their drama verse is not considered 
an essential element ? " 

The concluding sentence in this same paragraph 

1 For cautions against the excessive use of such objec- 
tionable devices for avoiding repetition, see A. S. Hill, 
Principles of Rhetoric, page 84 ; Newcomer, Elements of 
Rhetoric, page 171. 



